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10.  CCKCLLISIO.N 


|9.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 
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6.  TYPE  CF  OBSERVATION 
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11.  BRIEF  SUNU^ARY  AND  ANALYSIS 

/% ^ ^ ^ 0 j.  i 1 tGl  L# G ly  20  flight  line  i^ersonnel  sighted  a white 
light  that  seerTed  to  bo  emitting  blue -green  waves. 
These  weaves  got  lai'ger  as  the  waves  progressed  outward 
Gi:;iilar  to  water  ripples  caused  by  a roch  in  a pond. 
The  light  was  observed  at  approx i.T.ately  2 to  5 degrees 
above  the  horizon  at  an  azimuth  of  115  bo  125  degrees 
from  true  north.  The  light  rerrjiined  in  relatively  the 
same  position  and  after  about  three  minutes  suddenly 
blinked  out. 


COMNSITS:  Tne  sighting  was  almost  undoubtedly  caused 

by  a rocket  launch  from  Cape  Kennedy. 
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REPLY  TO 
ATTN  OF: 
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DEPARTMS^^T  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS  AIR  FORCE  EASTERN  TEST  RANGE  UFSC) 
PATRICK  AIR  FORCE  BASE,  FLORIDA  37923 


4 Septe7!;bor 


SUnjECT: 


u; 


^ 3 V' vat i on , l6  August  1968 


TO 


* $ 


* t 


I i 


. :1.  Hector  Quintanilla,  Jr, 
rl.  Aerial  Phsnoirvir.a  Office  (TDPT) 
foreign  Technology  Division 
Patterson  AK3,  Ohio  45433 


A -*1^ 


fefci’cnce  your  letter  of  30  August  1968,  subject  as  above. 


2.  There  vras  a launch  from  Cape  Kennedy  at  the  time  the  aerial 
ph..  :mena  occurred.  It  was  the  first  Poseidon  launch,  and  appcai'ed 
•-er‘-  much  as  it  v;as  sighted  from  Craig  AFB.  At  the  altitude  at 
;;hi':h  the  phenomena  ocourred  the  Project  Office  advises  that  a 
60 1 -'.>1  horizon  is  reasonable.  The  time  of  the  sighlinf^,  v;ould 
ha'.3j  had  to  be  several  minutes  before  the  time  you  established 

w 

the  s ight  in  g , h owe  ve  r- . 
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■jCK::  V/.  C-EXGKR,.''  JK, 

Chief,  Public  Information  Division 
Office  of  Inf oi mat ion 


::?r  (upo) 


Lt  Col  Quintan! ila/T09l6/nihs/29  Aug  63 


STO  Obisejrmtioii,  16  1963 
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?*ibllc  larormation  Oi‘flce  (A73C) 
Jape  Kennedy  A'S'6 

1.  llie  Aerial  Phenomena  Ofrice  is 
i’lylng  ob.lect  report  that  occurred 
15  August  1963  at  0538  CIC,  1033Z. 


In  raceipt  of 
at  Craig  APB, 


aa  tanidentif led 
A labAina  on 


2*  Approximataly  20  flight  line  personnel  sighted  s white  11  .-^t 
that  r^eeojed  to  be  emitting  blue-green  waves.  'Ihese'vnves  ;^ot 
larger  as  the  waves  provg^essed  outward,  similar  to  water  ripples 
caused  by  a roc*t  in  a pond.  The  light  wa.-j  obrierved  at  appiroximaceiy 
2 to  3 degrees  above  the  horizon  at  an  azimuth  of  115  to  125  derrees 
from  true  north.  The  light  remained  in  relatively  the  sane  position 
and  after  about  three  .minutes  suddenly  blinked  out. 


3.  We  undarfttaxid  that  you  had  a rocket  launch  at  IO3OZ.  Ve  would 
like  to  ’<now  if  you  definitely  did  have  a rocket  lamich  at  this 
time,  if  it  could  appear  similar  to  the  description  ;lven  by  the 
observers,  and  if  you  feel  that  it  could  have  been  observed  from 
Craig  Ai^  (U20  nautical  miles  away). 

4.  Thank  you  for  your  assistance,  it  la  appreciated. 

FOR  TH3  COiMMAIJTSR 


J 


Toa 


A ^ S^Ct  K 


QUI'aTA ILL^\ , Jr  , L t Co  lone  1 , 
jVerial  Phenomena  Office 
ce  Technologies  Division 
ion  Directorate 


USA? 


m/r:  Cape  Kennedy  A?S  is  at'  Patrick  A?3,  Florida 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
STAFF  MESSAGE  BRANCH 
INCOMING  MESSAGE 
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ACTTC;;:  INFO:  XOP-2,  XOX-2,  ShF0S-3,0IA-1  (13)  AUV  CY  DIA  VIA  JCS 


SMS  S2  3C T.'ZYIJ'a'  SL'CLRLAl  2 1 5 2332  I 3a-'JL'U'J--RUEFHGA 
ZVR  UUUUL' 

P 2e  16322  A'JG  6S 
FM  CRAIG  i.F3  ALA 
TO  RUW“'FV.:/ ADC 

RUEDFIF/FTD  V.'P.AFS  OHIO/TDETR/ 


OM  trp  v'o 


/rSAF/AFRDC/ 


rue:fhca/csaf/saf  01/ 

ZE:.'‘!/U\’IV  of  colo/dr  C0\’D0‘^)/ 
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A.  DH:SCR1F''I0M  of  the  OBJECT; 


(I)  r:’_'\o 


(2)  s::e 


A DIME  HEED  AT  ARMS  LENGTH 


(5) 


EMI TTIN; 


-•  CD  I > 


:EE‘J  VAVES. 


( A) 


( D ; 0 . 


( 6 ) EM  1 E 


TT 


OF  BLUE7 GREEN  COLORED  VAVES  T'^aT  GOT  LARGER  AS 


rc  pon"-'*'’" 


:-_D  omtv/ard.  simil^^r  to  water  ripples  c&used  by 
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STAFF  HESSAOE  DRANCH 
INCOMIrtO  MESSA6E 


AFIN: 
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DROPP!  ’-'G 


ROC’<  INTO  a,  PO'ID. 


(7)  ELL’PTICrtL  SLOPED  TP?.IL  APPEARED  AFTER  LIGHT  L'EMT  OUT 
PAGE  2 R’.E.RLAl  015  UNCLAS 
(S)  PC  POUND. 

(9)  NO  OTHER  PERTINENT  OR  UNUSUAL  FEATURES. 


2.  DESCRIPTION  OF  COURSE  OF  OPJECT 


(1)  OBSERVER  SAU  LIGHT  AS  HE  LOOKED  IN  AN  EBE  DIRECTION. 

C2)  ANGLE  OF  EVEVATIO'.'  APPROXIMATELY  2 TO  5 DEGREES,  AZIA’IITH 
!15  TO  125  DEGREES  FROM  TRUE  NORTH. 

(3)  sake  as  above. 

(A)  CE..-ECT  REMAINED  IN  SANE  RELATIVE  POSITION. 


( 5) 
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1 _ - 


BLI^:KED  OUT.  COMPARATIVE  TO  A LIGHT  BULB  BEING 
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INDIVIDUAL  FOR  THREE  NINUTES. 
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A ■ . - 


OPSERVATIC"; 
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- '!3UAL. 
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16  AUG  52.  3555  TO  055H  LOCA.L  TI 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
STAFF  MESSA6E  BRANCH 
INCOMINB  MESSA6E 
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(2)  P 2 1 -DAWK 

E.  LocATio”  OF  observe:,?! 

<n  CRA13  AFE;  32  DEG  21  '^IMUTES  NORTH,  SG  DEG  G9  MINUTES  WEST 
PAGE  2 R'JC'.RLAl  015  UMCLAS 


F.  IDENTIFYING  I NF ROM  ATI  ON  ON  OBSERVERS: 


(2)  HILLHOUSE,  M,  AlC,  351'')  PTW,  USAF-,  FLIGHT  LI>)E  CREW 


CHIEF,  RELIABILITY  AS  TO  <5K1HTING!  GOOD. 


4t*f  A 


f j ■ 


R *• 


V 


" > 

2)  PONDER,  LARRY  A,F  S3  GT , ; 3G  ! 5 PTW,  USaF,  ASST  FLIGHT  CHIEF, 

Jh  * 


RELIABILITY:  GOOD. 
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G.  WEATHER  AND  WINDS-  ALOFT  CONDITIONS  AT  TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  SIGHT7 
I N GS  ! 

(1)  LOW  CUMULUS  CLOUDS  ON  HARIZON.  SKY  APPEARED  LIGHTLY  HAZY. 
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2A3  DEG/C  5 PLUS  37 


7 257  DEG  /"S  PLUS  15 


r V 


• DEA'?l  PLUS  9 


IS2/22  :E20  deg 


^ • 


232/35  F.rJUS  9 


7 *7  ** 


- 097/17  MINUS  31 


- 152/7  5 :'!INUS  7 1 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
STAFF  MESSABE  BRANCH 
INCOMIHB  tIESSABE 
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( 3) 


(4)  5 ::l£s. 


(5)  \:,:.7.7  SC^TTEfTSD  HI3H  THII  SCATTERED 


(S)  rJO'E, 


PA3E  A R'JC.'LAl  0!5  UNCLAS 


(7)  (SEE  G.  (2)  above 


H.  NO  LOCAL  DONDITODG  THAT  ''.’OULD  EXPLAIN  PKEMC'IENOM 


< — • 


J.  THESE  VESE  MO  AIRCRAFT  FLIGHTS  '■,'HICH  ’''IGRT  ACCOU''T  FOR  T*'IS 
PrEN OXEV ON.  THERE  WERE  MO  yEATlIER  B''LLOO'!  LALIMC-'ES. 


K.  JOH 


T ^ 1 

^ r 
» i t 


AMSEM,  CAPT,  USaF,  FLYI'IG  SAFETY  OFFICER,  CRAIG  AFP 


ALA,  A’jTCVr.'  43I-330R,  EXT  5722/34GS.  HOME  PHOME  POO  872-427S. 

TEM  TO  T'  E'.TY  CRAIG  FLIGHT  LIME  PERSOMMEl.  WITNESSED  THE  LIGHT  PHEMOXEMOM 


ALL  THE  '”IT'  ESSES  DEC.RIFE  T.-'E  LIGHT 


BRIGHT  ROUND  DISK  SURROUMD 


'C  T>  c V “ 

tu  z T Z- 


WENT 
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G ■■,'AVES. 


L3LE  Or 


At-  pi 
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XIMATELY  THREE  'IIMUTES,  THE  LIGHT 
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DEG),  AZIMUTH  ( APRX  123 


DEG)  AM 


t P ^ • 


WITMES3E3. 
WERE  MOT  '• 


T (NOME)  •-£  IM  COMPLETE  AGHEEXEMT  AX0M3  THE 
:TL'.MATELY  CRMG’S  COL’TROL  TOWER  and  radar  FACILITY 


^ A 


T THE  TIME  OF  THE  SIGHTING.  ALSO,  NEITHER  MAXWELL 


AFB  NCR 


^ A 


H3  had  launched  AMY  WEAT!!ER  FALLOOMS.  HOWEVER, 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
STAFF  MESSAGE  BRANCH 
INCOMING  MESSAGE 
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AT  Z532  L22AL  (1233  G^T)  .SOCKET  LAUNCH  AT  CAPE  DEMMEDY  COUPD  EXPLAIN 
THE  LIGHT.  THE  BEARING  TO  CAPE  KENNEDY  (120  DEG),  THE  TYPE  OF 
LIGHT  EMISSIONS,  AND  THE  APPEARANCE  OF  MO  rOVENEMT  CAM  BE  LOGICALLY 
EXPLAIME:  2Y  the  rocket,  the  ONLY  UNACOIIMTEB  FACT  IS  THE  DISTANCE 
XO  CAPE  KENNEDY  (A23  NAUTICAL  MILES).  IT  IS  MY  CONCLUSION  THAT  T^E 
PAGE  5 RUCLRLA1315  UNCLAS 

LIGHT  PKINO"ENON  WAS  IN  FACT  THE  ROCKET  LAUNCH  AT  CAPE  KEN'’EDY. 
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